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ABSTRACT

The Mashal Khan case was reported in leading newspapers like The News, Dawn and The Nation, 
which are the mainstream English-language newspapers of Pakistan. The editorial treatment of the 
brutal killing of Mashal Khan forms the basis of this research. During a one-year timeframe (April 13, 
2017 – April 13, 2018), a total of 34 editorials were published in these newspapers on the Mashal Khan 
case. The research methodology used in this study was content analysis while purposive sampling 
was used for data collection. With the help of keywords, a coding sheet with four themes (mob 
violence, accused of blasphemy, religious intolerance and poor law enforcement) was developed to 
analyse the editorials. The selected newspapers condemned this act vehemently and raised a call to 
amend the blasphemy laws. The newspapers also labelled the case as premeditated murder. Sixteen 
editorials were published by The Nation which largely discussed religious intolerance as experienced 
in the country and the poor state of its law and administration. Ten editorials were published in The 
News which collectively emphasised on law and order, and poor governance. Eight editorials were 
published in Dawn which examined religious intolerance, condemned mob justice and suggested 
changes in the blasphemy laws. Collectively, these newspapers suggest that more targeted efforts 
should be taken to abolish mob justice and media trials so that justice could be served the right way 
while protecting the masses, in particular minorities.

Keywords: Mashal Khan, blasphemy accusation, mob violence, poor law enforcement, press 
coverage, editorial treatment
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INTRODUCTION

Mashal Khan was a student of Abdul Wali Khan University, Mardan, Khyber 
PakhtunKhuwa, Pakistan. He was 25 years old when he was murdered by fellow students 
over the false accusation of sharing blasphemous content on his social media account on 
April 13, 2017. However, there was nothing blasphemous and derogatory in his account 
that could have substantiated the accusation (“Mashal Khan’s case”, 2018). His death 
created an outrage on social media and issues like false blasphemy charges, manipulation 
of the blasphemy law and the incapacitated law and order of the country came under 
public scrutiny. Charges were filed against 61 suspects and 57 of them were arrested. On 
February 7, 2018, the court sentenced one person to the death penalty and five others were 
given life imprisonment (“The darkness within”, 2017). In November 2020, the Peshawar 
High Court reversed the death sentence of the main culprit and changed it into life 
imprisonment. However, the court rejected the appeal for the rest of the culprits. Mashal 
Khan’s father challenged the decision of the High Court in the Supreme Court. It should 
be noted that the mainstream broadcasting media did not pursue the coverage of the case 
as intensively as the print media. 

Blasphemy cases in Pakistan
Data from National Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP) shows that under Pakistan’s 
blasphemy laws, 633 Muslims, 494 members of the Ahmadiyya community, 187 Christians 
and 21 Hindus have been accused of blasphemy in 2018. The majority of cases were lodged 
for dishonouring the Quran. Some of the cases concern blasphemy against the Holy Prophet 
(Peace be upon him) (Kermani, 2017). The British colonial rulers ensured the provision of 
blasphemy laws to Pakistan during its creation in 1947. On account of the continuous conflict 
between Hindus and Muslims, the colonial rulers first introduced blasphemy laws in India in 
1927. Although Pakistan had initially adopted the same law as formulated by the British rule 
dealing with sacrilege, it was later amended in 1986 during the military rule of General Zia 
ul Haq. With this amendment in the Constitution of Pakistan, as many as five new clauses 
(295B, 295C, 298A, 298B & 298C) were added to the blasphemy law. In the wake of these 
newly added clauses, the number of blasphemy related cases increased. A total of 1274 cases 
were registered during 1986–2010 and as many as 51 persons were killed during this time 
over accusations of blasphemy. A total of 1296 cases of blasphemy were reported during the 
period of 2011–2015 even though many failed to make it to the mainstream media. Although 
the citizens have raised their voice against these blasphemy laws and accusations, however, 
the number of cases have only increased over the past decade. Alarmingly, in 2020, 42 cases 
of blasphemy were registered in a single month. In the aftermath of every such incident, a 
debate always emerges over the misuse of the blasphemy law in the country.

Problem statement
Blasphemy laws have always been a matter of great controversy and debate in Pakistan 
especially over the past few decades. The public is very sensitive regarding the issue of 
blasphemy, which makes it difficult for the law enforcement institutions and media to deal 
with it objectively. This situation, nonetheless, puts the lives of many innocent people at 
stake whereby they may face life imprisonment, life sentences and even face the possibility 
of being killed. However, it is imperative that this issue be studied and analysed in the 
academia due to its direct impact and threat for people’s life. Therefore, the researchers 
attempt to shed some light on the complex nature of this issue by analysing the data 
extracted from several newspaper editorials. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Pre-modern legislation against blasphemy is intended to protect the honour of God. But 
it also helps to safeguard the political and social order in a society. In Islamic countries 
like Pakistan, the Penal Code dictates that a person desecrating the Holy Quran shall be 
sentenced to lifetime imprisonment while any offensive comments about Holy Prophet 
Mohammad is punishable by death (Leirvik, 2011). The assassinations of Salmaan Taseer 
(ex-Governor, Punjab) and Shahbaz Bhatti (Minister of Minorities) in 2011 shocked the 
whole world, but equally shocking and surprising was the extensive support in the country 
for their assassinations and their murderers. The crime committed by Taseer and Bhatti 
in the eyes of the masses was their advocacy for changes in the blasphemy laws and their 
support for Asia Bibi — a Pakistani Christian woman who was sentenced to death by a 
Pakistani Court for suspected blasphemy. However, she was released and left for Canada 
in 2019 (“Asia Bibi”, 2020). These murders highlight the deteriorating condition of rights 
of Christians, Ahmedi’s and other religious minorities in Pakistan. 

A total of two leading newspapers, two TV news channels and 10 blogs were 
analysed on blasphemy laws. In general, there is less coverage on blasphemy cases and 
on blasphemy laws in the media and the mass media tends to create disagreement on 
blasphemy laws and their implementation rather than creating consensus among the 
citizens (Eijaz, 2010). In another study, Ali and Hassan (2016) argued that the blasphemy 
cases in Pakistan are dealt religiously rather than constitutionally. In other words, the 
social and religious pressure often interrupts the process of court trials and balanced press 
coverage. Incidentally, this issue is not limited to Pakistan alone, but faced by many other 
countries as well. In a comparative study done by Hussain, Pervez, and Rahman (2019) 
on the freedom of expression and blasphemy stories in the print media of Pakistan and 
the United States, they found that most of the opinion pieces in both countries were laced 
with misinformation. Instead of reporting the true chain of events and incidents, these 
newspapers aimed at reflecting the stance preferred by the authorities.

Owing to the sensitivity associated with blasphemy related cases, it is obvious that 
the media in Pakistan failed to cover such cases independently and in an unbiased manner. 
It is usually observed that state institutions attempt to hide such cases while the local media 
stands powerless in reporting the issue. Additionally, on account of personal and political 
aspirations, the Pakistani media has long failed to act as a watchdog and highlight the 
facts related to the misuse of the blasphemy laws in the country (Khalid, Saeed, & Ahmad, 
2020). For one, Pakistan’s blasphemy laws have been used to legitimise violence in the 
name of religion. These laws have been used mainly to target religious minorities as well as  
Muslim-minority sects. Anyone accused of defiling the sacred name of the Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) is awarded the death penalty. In the past years, far  
removed from legal trials, the allegation of blasphemy, in any of its countless forms,  
can lead to death by mob lynching. Defiling the Holy Quran is punishable by life 
imprisonment. Ahmedis, a comparatively recent sect of Islam, believed to be heretics by 
Sunnis, can be imprisoned for three years for simply posing as Muslims. Further, a person 
may be imprisoned for three years if  convicted of blaspheming against several other “holy 
personages” traditionally recognised by the majority Sunni sect but disapproved of by 
the Shias (Rumi, 2018). Pakistan’s blasphemy laws have also been used against religious 
minorities. Allegations of blasphemy against Christians for defiling the Holy Quran and 
defiling the sacred name of Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) is a common way to reinforce 
this law.
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Theoretical framework
The main premise of the framing theory, proposed by Erving Goffman (1974), is that a 
matter can be viewed from different perspectives and be construed as having implications 
for multiple values or considerations. Victor et al. (2019) argued that the framing theory is 
usually applied in the field of political communication and not much in the media coverage 
of social issues. Thus, the framing theory can help to analyse the media stance on social 
issues and determine the extent, sources and frames of social issues used in reporting. In 
this research, the framing theory is applicable to studying the stance of newspapers on the 
Mashal Khan case by looking at how they represent the case in their editorials.  

Objectives of the study
1. To analyse the representation of Mashal Khan case in newspaper editorials
2. To evaluate the frequency of the Mashal Khan case as highlighted in editorials 
3. To analyse the role of the government in the Mashal Khan case through newspaper 

editorials 
4. To analyse the editorials on blasphemy laws in Pakistan

Research questions
1. How did the mainstream English newspapers portray the Mashal Khan’s murder?
2. How much of editorial content was written on the Mashal Khan case?
3. How did the newspapers comment on the performance of the law and order institutions? 
4. How did the newspapers represent the accused?
5. Did the selected newspapers suggest any amendments to the blasphemy laws?

 

METHOD

The editorial treatment of the Mashal Khan’s case forms the analysis unit of this study for 
which the mix research design was adopted. The qualitative method was used to analyse 
the treatment of editorials and the quantitative method to determine the extent of the 
editorials’ coverage of the case. Content analysis was used to analyse the editorials published 
by the selected newspapers namely, Dawn, The News and The Nation. The research period 
was one year from April 13, 2017 to April 13, 2018. This timeframe essentially covers the 
treatment of the case from the time Mashal Khan was murdered to the final decision of 
the High Court. For the sample selection, purposive sampling was used. A total of 34 
editorials (16 from The Nation, 10 from The News & eight from Dawn) were published 
in one year on the Mashal Khan case. Overall, 2,920 editorials were published in these 
newspapers for one year but the case only received 1.16% of the editorial coverage in these 
newspapers. The three selected newspapers (Dawn, The Nation, The News) were selected as 
they are the most prominent ones and have a bigger readership than the other newspapers, 
both in hard copy and e-paper.

Dawn
Dawn is Pakistan’s oldest and most widely read English-language newspaper. It is the 
flagship of the Dawn Group, published by Herald Publications. It is famous for its leftist 
social agenda and considered an elitist newspaper. It was founded by Quaid e Azam in 
1941 (Khuhro, 2019).
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The Nation
The Nation was started by Nawa-i-waqt Group in 1986, from Lahore. Its sister newspaper, 
Nawa-i-waqt in Urdu is more of an ideological newspaper which supports two national 
theories and was started in 1941. It is famous for its leanings towards the rightist ideology 
(Yusuf & Shoemaker, 2013; Eijaz, 2010).

The News
The News is the English language newspaper of Jang Group launched in 1991. Jang Group 
is one of the largest media group in Pakistan. While it is claimed that the paper itself  
does not identify itself  with any particular ideology, it is considered a moderate English-
language newspaper (Khuhro, 2019).

To conduct content analysis, the text of the editorial pieces needs to be coded. 
Firstly, the text was broken down into manageable categories on different levels of words, 
sense of words, sentences, phrases or themes. Next, a thematic analysis was carried out 
with the help of a coding sheet with four categories (mob violence, accused of blasphemy, 
religious intolerance and poor law enforcement). After reading all 34 editorials on the 
Mashal Khan case, these categories were selected based on the multiple frames found in 
the text. The frequency of each category was also calculated and then presented using bar 
charts and graphs.

RESULTS

The selected newspapers utilised multiple frames under the four categories listed earlier. Mob 
justice refers to the merciless crowd and the lynching of Mashal. The second theme, accused 
of blasphemy, shows the frequency of accusations of Mashal as a blasphemer. Religious 
intolerance shows the lack of diversity and the role of religious parties and activists in the 
tragedy. The role of the provincial government, judiciary and law enforcement agencies 
were discussed in the last theme—Poor law enforcement. The majority of the editorials 
emphasised on mob violence, calling for amendments in the blasphemy laws and a stop 
to its misuse. “The majority of blasphemy cases are based on false accusations stemming 
from property issues or other personal or family vendettas rather than genuine instances of 
blasphemy” (Dawn, 2017).

Multiple frames were identified for each category. For instance, different frames 
like peace, radicalism, violence and religious sentiments were listed under the category of 
religious intolerance. The editorial policies of The News and Dawn were found to gravitate 
more towards Mashal Khan. The merciless murder of Mashal Khan and the necessary 
amendments in Blasphemy Laws was highlighted by The Nation. “It is need of time to 
amend the Laws because it is used as a weapon for personal gains. During investigation, police 
determined there was no evidence Khan had committed blasphemy” (The Nation, 2018). It 
should, however, be made clear that all three selected newspapers vehemently condemned 
the merciless murder and mob lynching of the accused.

While analysing the editorial contents of the selected national dailies, the findings 
suggest that The News, Dawn and The Nation all presented Mashal Khan positively but in 
different contexts. For example, Dawn highlighted about minorities and their rights. The 
cases of Asia Bibi and Rimsha Masih were also discussed in the editorials. There is a lack 
of tolerance and respect for pluralism in the Pakistani society; in particular when it comes 
to religion, there is zero tolerance. The general public’s behaviour towards those accused 
of blasphemy and the irrational fear of the masses were also discussed in these editorials. 
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While The Nation urged the amendment of the blasphemy laws, its coverage of the case 
was more extensive than the other dailies and was more inclined towards the victim. The 
Nation also criticised the role of religious parties as the offenders who were exempted from 
any punishment were treated as heroes by these groups. 

The verdict of Mashal Khan’s case was also discussed in detail. There is often 
misuse of blasphemy laws for personal enmity, especially in instances involving minorities, 
blasphemy laws are often used as an oppressive weapon against them. Sadly, justice for 
Mashal is yet to be delivered, not until all the perpetrators are duly punished. Moreover, 
all those who support such savagery must be reproved. The News carried a different stance 
from The Nation. It cautioned the build-up of a toxic atmosphere in the country as more 
and more people are accused of blasphemy. Further, the allegation of blasphemy needs to 
be proven in courts, not on roads. There must be supremacy of law as nobody is above the 
law and everyone must respect the law. In summary, the basic rights of people, especially 
minorities are suppressed by religion-based transgressions. 

Table 1. Breakdown of themes found in Dawn’s editorials

Themes Frequency Percentage (%) Cumulative Percent (%)

Mob justice
Accused of blasphemy
Religious intolerance
Poor law enforcement

64
23
41
57

34.6
12.4
22.2
30.8

34.6
47.0
69.2

100.0

Total 185 100.0

Table 1 shows that Dawn’s editorials focused on mob justice (34.6%) and poor law 
enforcement (30.8%) which suggests that this paper  is more inclined towards the issue 
of law and order. The court verdict delivered the death sentence to the shooter and life 
imprisonment to five culprits while 25 other offenders were given minor punishments. 
However, with 26 other attackers being acquitted, justice has not been served until the 
others are also given life imprisonment (The Nation, 2017).

“They all had come together to kill Mashal”, Mashal Khan’s parents had confessed. 
The video evidence shows the brazenness of the attackers committing this crime and later, 
congratulating each other in the presence of the camera.  There is religious intolerance 
(22.2%) in Pakistan and those accused of blasphemy (12.4%) are often helpless in such 
cases. The research concludes that there is an alarming rise in the breakdown of law and 
order in the country. People no longer feel safe in public places or in police custody and this 
perpetuates the feeling of absence or deterioration of law and order.

Thus, these mainstream newspapers suggest frequent changes in the existing 
system. The judiciary had been very cautious in Mashal Khan’s case. It took almost a year 
to announce the verdict. The majority of culprits involved in the barbarous lynching of 
Mashal Khan were given impunity. This proves justice delayed is justice denied. The courts 
must not show mercy towards the Mashal's killers as he was murdered in cold blood. In 
this regard, Dawn criticised the role of the university administration and called this brutal 
killing a “premediated murder” (Dawn, 2017).

This heinous crime not only violated human rights but is a cowardice act by a 
vigilante mob. Almost all mainstream newspapers were of opinion that the blasphemy laws 
in Pakistan are flawed and ambiguous. They lack the clarity and are not clearly defined 
which makes them prone to misuse and exploitation. However, the religious extremists 
are against any changes to this law. They believe that blasphemy is a punishable crime 
and thus anyone who commits blasphemy has no right to life. In many cases, as news of 
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the blasphemy spreads, the accused as well as their families start receiving life threats. 
Unfortunately, the scenario turns so life-threatening that the accused and their families, in 
some cases, have had to flee from their town or city to save their lives. The role of the local 
governments is reprehensible. Pakistan’s government led by Tehreek-i-Insaaf (PTI) failed 
to provide justice to Mashal. They also failed to give security to Mashal’s family. After the 
tragedy, Mashal’s sisters had to quit university and college due to death threats.

The researcher has used multiple keywords to define these frames. For example, 
to define mob justice, keywords like “mob lynching”, “murder”, “horrific act” and 
“death sentence by mob” were used. And to define accused of blasphemy, keywords like 
“rumours”, “intimidation” and “mentally ill” were used. Table 2 shows that The Nation 
mainly discussed poor law enforcement (57.8%) and the law and order situation. It also 
revealed that Mashal was killed for raising his voice against corruption in the university.

Table 2. Breakdown of themes found in The Nation’s editorials 

Themes Frequency Percentage (%) Cumulative Percent (%)

Mob justice
Accused of blasphemy
Religious intolerance
Poor law enforcement

49
56
89

266

10.7
12.2
19.3
57.8

10.7
22.8
42.2

100.0

Total 460 100.0
 

The Nation reported that religious intolerance (19.3%) is one of the reasons behind 
social injustices such as Mashal Khan’s murder. “We are losing tolerance at a rapid pace” 
(Dawn, 2018). Courts should set a strong precedence; otherwise, in no time, it will become 
the norm for anyone to take another person’s life based on flimsy accusations. Even after 
the death of Mashal Khan, the neighbours and locals were threatened from attending his 
funeral prayers (The News, 2017). Those accused of blasphemy (12.2%) die at the hands 
of a vigilante mob or die in police custody before the court’s verdict. As such, the research 
concludes that mob justice (10.7%) is a cowardice act by angry irrational people.

Table 3 concludes that The News also suggests that poor law enforcement (49.0%) 
is the biggest cause of such horrific tragedies. The judiciary has long failed to serve justice. 
In the case of Mashal Khan, it only sentenced one person to death, while five persons were 
given life imprisonment and the rest were charged three to five years’ imprisonment. A 
total 26 persons of 61 charged were acquitted. Mashal’s family was not satisfied with the 
verdict, and they immediately filed a case in Supreme Court against the Peshawar High 
Court’s verdict.

Table 3. Breakdown of themes found in The News’ editorials

Themes Frequency Percentage (%) Cumulative Percent (%)

Mob justice
Accused of blasphemy
Religious intolerance
Poor law enforcement

128
28
63

210

29.8
6.5

14.7
49.0

29.8
36.4
51.0

100.0

Total 429 100.0
 

It is imperative to review and duly revise the amendments made to the blasphemy 
laws during the tenure of General Zia Ul Haq. The researchers are of the view that with 
these amendments, the public has been led to believe that a blasphemer’s fate is only death 
and is often served even before judicial trials (“What are Pakistani’s”, 2019).
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Table 3 shows that The News believes that mob justice (29.8%) decides the destiny 
of a person. The angry mob that lynches and brutally kills a person reflects the religious 
intolerance (14.7%) in Pakistan. Allegations of blasphemy (6.5%) is a kind of death sentence 
because those accused of blasphemy never gets mercy from both the public or the courts. 
The study also found that The News criticised the role of media of not being responsible 
and being biased as more screen time and coverage were afforded to the blasphemy victim 
instead of on the murderer. Such behaviour encourages and provides others the license to 
kill innocent people (The News, 2017).

Figure 1 shows the comparison made between the selected newspapers. Dawn 
published the last coverage of the Mashal Khan case. A total of 185 keywords were found 
in its eight published editorials in the one-year time period starting from April 13, 2017 
to April 13, 2018. The Nation published 16 editorials, and a total of 460 keywords were 
found in its editorials. Furthermore, its coverage was more extensive than the other selected 
newspapers.  Lastly, The News published 10 editorials and 429 keywords were found.

Dawn The Nation The News

0

100

200

300

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
ca

se
s

400

500

 
Figure 1. The overall comparison of Dawn, The Nation and The News  

(April 13, 2017 to April 13, 2018)

DISCUSSION

Blasphemy is an unforgivable crime in Islamic countries and those found guilty of 
committing them are often punished. This study conducted a comparative analysis of three 
national English-language newspapers on their editorial coverage of the Mashal Khan’s 
case. The selected newspapers have the highest readership in Pakistan. This comparative 
analysis aimed to explore the views and perceptions of these different newspapers with 
regard to blasphemy laws, using Mashal Khan’s murder as the case study. 

The literature review and findings have maintained that blasphemy laws in Pakistan 
are ambiguous as well as stringent, and are prone to exploitation and misuse. The findings 
also revealed a recurrent theme among all the newspapers which was the mutual objection 
against the lynching of Mashal Khan. The papers also opposed blasphemy laws as the laws 
are flawed, stringent and unquantifiable. The papers also believed that there is room for 
amendments as the laws are prone to misuse and exploitation.
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In their editorials, the papers highlighted several cases in which religious leaders 
instigated hatred and violence through the exploitation of blasphemy laws and employed 
mobs to encourage extrajudicial killings instead of teaching the true meaning of Islam. It 
is suggested that the government needs to take a firm action in order to establish writ and 
halt this violent culture. Another main point which was discovered was that most of the 
rulings were based on social, political and public pressure instead of proper investigation 
and public reasoning. It was further discovered that both the media, and courts are under 
immense pressure of life threats.

In this research, most of the editorials emphasised on the amendments of the 
blasphemy laws. The death penalties are stringent and against the Islamic law since the 
religion promotes peace and harmony. The selected newspapers urged that it is the religious 
scholars’ responsibility to reveal the true meaning and teachings of the religion to the 
public since this violent culture has been severely damaging the image of the country and 
linking it to terrorism in the name of religion. It was suggested by The Nation that instead 
of death penalties, fine and imprisonment is still acceptable as a punishment for religious 
offenders. Further, freedom of speech in religious matters must be restricted to protect the 
religious sentiments of all the segments of society in Pakistan.

CONCLUSION 

The study concludes that according to editorials published in Dawn, The Nation and The 
News, Mashal Khan’s death was a pre-mediated murder. In one of the editorials published 
in Dawn, it was aptly mentioned that “There should be no ambiguity allowed on the fact 
that a tremendously brave young man was brutally killed by liars and bigots” (2018). It is, in 
fact, the failure on the part of the university administration, the security agencies and state 
institutions. The blasphemy laws in Pakistan need to be revised due to their ambiguous 
and stringent nature. It has also been established that these laws have largely been exploited 
and misused to settle interpersonal issues and to eliminate enemies. Thus, these laws 
violate human rights, damage Pakistan’s image globally and links Islam to terrorism. The 
study also found that the laws do not call for any detailed investigation and most of the 
rulings are made solely based on social pressure. Mashal Khan’s murder was entirely due 
to personal vendettas and not related to blasphemy. In several other cases, minorities and 
enemies were targeted. 

Furthermore, many cases often did not undergo legal proceedings as the accused is 
often killed by an angry mob or an infuriated individual. In addition to that, the glorification 
of the perpetrators by the public as well as the media is shameful since it encourages people 
to take the law in their own hands. The acquittals of Mashal Khan case were treated as 
heroes when they returned to their hometowns. According to the selected newspapers, the 
state needs to set a fixed narrative and clerics should be exempted from parliamentary 
matters. It was also suggested that the punishments should be lessened since the death 
penalty is against religious teachings. On the other hand, the media should fulfil its duty 
and undertake a responsible and non-partisan role by presenting the actual facts instead of 
twisting and turning the truth for the sake of ratings. In addition to that, the masses need 
to be educated and inculcated in the message of peace, harmony, co-existence, tolerance 
and religious freedom. The editorials suggest that it is the duty of religious scholars to 
promote religious tolerance and respect for the views of minorities as well. 

The public needs to learn to live with diversity. Religious extremists are the real 
forces of darkness and must be stopped from spreading fear and anger. Allegations of 
blasphemy and the accused must be presented before the courts, instead of allowing angry 
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mobs taking the matter into their own hands and beating them to death or lynching them. 
The civil society and state institutions must make concerted efforts to adhere to national 
and international laws and regulations in addressing the illegal and inhumane treatment of 
those accused of blasphemy. In fact, irregularities are often reported both by the judicial 
courts and press while dealing with blasphemy cases in Pakistan (ICJ, 2015).

For future research, it is recommended to explore and examine the social as well as 
political and religious factors which instigate the masses to take laws in their own hands 
(mobs who punish or kill the accused). In addition, there is a dire need to investigate the 
basis on which blasphemy laws have been perceived by Pakistanis.

Open Access: This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License (CC-BY 4.0) which permits any use, distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided 
the original author(s) and the source are credited.
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